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German partner, envisaged as a preliminary con-
dition the surrender of Danzig. The British
Government refused to agree that the Poles should
be compelled to give way in advance on one of the
main points which the Conference would meet to
discuss. Then followed the opening of the German
attack in all its ferocity. On 2 September the Italian
Government again approached both the British and
the French Governments, The British and French
Governments pointed out that, before any con-
ference could meet, the Germans must cease from
attacking Poland, and withdraw their armies from
Polish soil. A conference between the aggressor
and the two western allies of Poland, while the
German armies were advancing rapidly across the
country they intended to conquer, would have
suited Hitler well. A conference on the terms
suggested by Great Britain, and supported by
France, would have prevented the German occu-
pation of Poland. Hence the Germans were bound
to pay no attention to it; they continued witlxout
respite their invasion and their bombardment of
Polish towns while the Italian proposals were under
discussion.
On the morning of 3 September Great Britain
and France sent an ultimatum to the German
Government to the effect that, unless the conditions
laid down in the warning notes of i September
were given effect, the two Governments would be at
war with Germany in fulfilment of their pledges
to Poland. Before nightfall the second war between
Germany and the two western democracies had
begun.1
1 The British ultimatum was delivered at 9.0 a.m. and expired